
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



[ 47 I 



LETTER to JOSEPH C. WALKER, Ef r , M.R.LA. 
&c. from the Right Honourable W. CONYNGHAM, Treafurer 
to the Royal Iri/h Academy j being an APPENDIX to his 
MEMOIRE on the THEATRE of SAGUNTUM, 



Dcbun, February 4th, 1790= 
o i JK.J 

^INCE I had the honour of laying before the Academy the 
Plans of the Theatre of Saguntum, I have feen that of the 
Theatre at Athens in the fecond volume of Mr. Stewart's Defigns, 
and, as he has unfuccefsfully attempted to afcertain the conftruc- 
tion according to the rules of Vitruvius for Grecian Theatres, by 
infcribing three fquares in a circle a tangent to whofe diameter 
determines the front of the Scena, I beg to add to my former 
plans that of the Athenian Theatre, adapted to the principle of 
infcribing four triangles as reprefented in the plan of Saguntum $ 
and fo exa&ly does it correfpond with the latter, as far as depen- 
dance may be had on the plan of Mr. Stewart, fo remarkably 
coincident is the difiribution and even meafurement of every 

part, 
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part, that it might be fuppofed that the plan of the Theatre of 
Athens was adopted at Saguntum. 

The relative meafurements are as -follow : 



Semi-diameter of the interior circle of the Theatre 
of Athens - 

of Saguntum - - 

Extent of fcena at Athens - 

at. Saguntum - 

Return of Scena at Athens 

at Saguntum - 

Upper portico including infide wall at Athens 

at Saguntum 

Width of benches of people at Athens 

at Saguntum 

Principal Precin&io at Athens 

at Saguntum - 

Next divifion of benches at Athens 

at Saguntum 

Total ,femi-diameter at Athens - 

at Saguntum 



Feet. Inches. 


re 

35 


— 


29 


— 


117 
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118 
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25 
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- 13 
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14 
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- 29 


_ 


23 
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- 14 
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- 122 
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Some 
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Some difference appears by a larger fpace being allotted to the 
benches of the people in the Theatre of Athens, and being con- 
fbructed on a larger circle it makes a fcena recejfior, but by the 
three femi-circles inferibed on the fcena at Saguntum this muft 
have appeared confiderably larger than that of the former. — The 
general difpofition is however evidently the fame, and appearing to 
be inconliftent with the rules laid down by Vitruvius for the con- 
ftru&ion and arrangement of the Greek theatres, it feems to be 
an argument in favour of thofe travellers who fuppofe this to be 
the theatre built by Herodes Atticus, and not the ancient theatre 
of Bacchus. 

I have the honour to be, 

S I R, 

Your moil obedient, 

And very humble Servant, 

WILL. CONYNGHAM. 
Jof. C. Walker, Efq* 
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